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A cartoon last week in Kenya'’s leading newspapke Daily Nation,
said it all. A large dove, peace dove, is flying among the clouds with an
olive branch in its beak, but with a disturbed lawkits face. A young
woman is clutching desperately to the dove’s fadt oth hands, hanging
on for dear life with arms stretched high over lnead, and looking down in
fright. She is wearing modern dress, somewhaisarcay, and with only
one shoe. The woman is bearing the label “Kenya.”

Kenya is in the midst of a terrible crisis. A foondly beautiful
country, Kenya has been the leader in East Afoecatonomic and social
development and has been making good progressdewaahieving a
modern civil society and democratic governmentt tBday, the country is
at the very brink of social catastrophe and pogsbldil war, or worse.

| want to talk about Kenya this morning for a nianbf reasons.
First, of course, | have a personal interest wiyhsister living in Nairobi,
where as a religious leader and educator she pgnigetievelop leaders for
what her church calls “the new Africa.” Secondifat happens in Kenya
will be of great consequence for the future of Edstta and for peace in
the surrounding region. Kenya has been settingtaenple for neighboring
countries. But the crisis in Kenya also providaeportant lessons for us
here in America in understanding what is requiredsas citizens and the
role that our religious principles play in sustamhealthy democratic
society in our own country.

By way of a brief background, Kenya won its indegemce from
Great Britain in 1963 and established a constitutiBut the country has
suffered dictatorial and corrupt government for gndacades as it has
struggled to become a modern country. Then, toyewe’s great surprise,
in 2002, President Daniel Arap Moi, who had ruled24 years with a
heavy and even dictatorial hand, voluntarily chieseto seek another term
and stepped down.

Mwai Kibaki, with the support of a broad coalitjomon the
Presidency and decisively defeated Moi’'s chosenessor. | visited Kenya



a few months after Mr. Kibaki’s election. Theresnsill great excitement in
the country. During the past five years Kenya'srexny has grown
strongly by as much as 7% a year, universal edutcats been introduced,
and movement towards political reform was beg@ut in the old pattern,
Kibaki’'s government began concentrating powergelff corruption
continued, and opposing political parties were nmaiged.

Two weeks ago, on December™2Kenyans went to the polls, as they
do every five years, to elect a new government.ojnosition party, the
Orange Democratic Movement, ODM, under the leadiershMr. Raila
Odinga, had broad and popular support across tetige and especially
among the hundreds of thousands of people whogieruig terrible poverty
in the massive slums of Nairobi. This oppositioovement was a major
challenge to Kibaki’'s government and was expeatedlih the election.
There was great excitement.

Everyone agreed that the polling itself went veglhand that it was
conducted orderly and fairly. But, as my sisteoter as the returns began
being reported it became quickly evident that stimgtwas going very
wrong. Polling stations that had reported oneltgisuthe final government
tally showed quite a different result. The Kenyaddion Commission, in a
chaotic event, announced Mr. Kibaki the winner, and hour later he had
himself inaugurated President for another five yean in a private
ceremony at the State House. The country immdgiateast into flame.
Since December 30, at least 486 people have bestenad, a quarter
million people have been forced from their homesl thousands of houses
and entire villages have been burned to the granotliding one church
with 200 people inside, as many as 50 of whom pedsncluding children.

There is no question that the election resultevempered with.
Even the Kenya Election Commission admits to flaler example,
according to the Election Commission’s own repone district had
originally reported Mr. Kibaki receiving 48,293 est which had been
endorsed by the returning officer. But in the fi@@mmission tally, the
original figure had been cancelled and replacet thi¢ number 100,390
votes, and without any endorsing signature. Thjast one example. There
are many others. Even so, the final results shawadse election, although
with Mr. Kibaki winning and Mr. Odinga and his omption ODM party a
close second, although the tallying was so flavwad it is probably
Impossible ever to know who actually won. (Reé&#dirida in 2000!)



Understandably, Mr. Odinga is challenging the é&&ct Even, United
States Assistant Secretary of State for Africaraid$f, Dr. Jendayi Frazer,
has said in a radio interview on NPR that the peopKenya have been
“cheated” out of their election.

International and national civic and religious lees] including
Desmond Tutu, are calling on the two parties tootiate a workable
resolution. The opposition leaders have repeateallgd for large public
demonstrations which the government has banned.iripasse is that Mr.
Odinga says he will not meet with Mr. Kibaki asdoas Mr. Kibaki insists
that he is President. And Mr. Kibaki is not steygpdown, nor does he seem
willing to consider sharing power. Against requeastpotential mediators,
Mr. Kibaki has gone ahead and appointed the keineapositions and has
appointed the third place candidate as Vice Prastide

The head of the African Union, John Kufuor, Prestdd Ghana,
came to Nairobi this past week and met with botlulées separately. But
Mr. Kibaki then put him on a plane back to Ghamgjrsg that Kenya does
not need mediators. Kofi Anan, the former Secye@eneral of the United
Nations plans to visit Nairobi tomorrow to encowrdge two leaders to
negotiate a resolution. in an effort to mediatesolution. Meanwhile, Mr.
Odinga has announced plans for massive country-ged@onstrations for
this Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, but whiclgtheernment again
immediately banned. The government has also baenifg all live
television coverage since the crisis began. Ydaterthe United States gave
a diplomatic warning to Kenya that it will stop cutting “business as
usual” if the current political crisis continuesdagaid that the two leaders
must meet with one another.

This is where things stand as of this morning.n#ssister reports,
the situation is very serious, and a tragedy. géigre especially dangerous
because in spite of all the Kenya has achievedpitgal and civic fabric is
still very fragile. We have to remember that deraog in America has had
the advantage of 800 years of development froraeastithe time of the
Magna Carta in England. We had a shared civibpadind civic tradition
long before we attempted democracy on our own yvandtill have work to
do every year.

A little more than a century ago, what today is ¥@mwas a grouping
of some 40 or more tribes living as a neolithidurd, herding goats and



cattle and doing primitive agriculture. In onlyery few generations,
Kenya has been catapulted into th& 2dntury. Nairobi is a modern city, a
major financial and commercial center within thelgl economy, complete
with modern office buildings, traffic, cell phones)d internet. When | was
in Nairobi 4 years ago, | met young adults in nstesis church who had
grown up out in the country in mud huts herdingleatvho are today
college educated, urban professionals — teachmsuatants,
administrators, medical professionals, governmemkers, small business
entrepreneurs, and so forth. For an individuahédke the transition from a
childhood in a tribal village in the bush to yousdulthood in a modern,
cosmopolitan city pursing a modern professionateas it's hard for me to
imagine.

Herein lies the challenge for Kenya and its grdaneger. Beneath the
surface of constitutional democracy, there are aeepents of tribalism
thousands of years old. While the British colomiaérs did much to
educate Kenyan people, as they did in many otlaeeglthey deliberately
exploited tribal loyalties to stir up suspicion atekp the native Africans
politically divided. The British tended to favon@ tribal group, the Kikuyu
tribe, which as the largest ethnic group represaintsit 22 per cent of the
population. On independence and with British hedjg one tribe ended up
owning much of the land and controlling the ecormand political
institutions. Mr. Kibaki and his party are of theminant Kikuyu tribe, as
was Kenya's first President, Jomo Kenyatta. MrinQd, on the other hand,
Is of the Luo tribe, the second largest tribal grou

The fact that politics in Kenya, as in much ofiédr, breaks along
tribal lines is why the political crisis is so dangus. This is what has
happened in other African countries where demaxcsatciety broke down
in large part because wealth and political poweab®e concentrated too
much in one tribal group, so that the injustice sredjuity fostered deep
resentments along tribal lines without a broaderasdabric strong enough
to hold things together. The violence in Nairolsisms has been largely
along tribal lines, poor people burning and lootshgps owned by Kikuyu'’s
and driving them out of their homes. In Kenya tgdhere are reports that
witch doctors have been employed deliberatelyitdrdtal passions in
outland areas where some of the worst violenceakan place.

Yet, while some observers fear the possibilityhef violence
becoming like what happened in Rwanda or Libesang sister points out



there may be enough of a middle class, there mayrbeg enough of a
national consciousness, and enough of a socialonketwlding the country
together across the traditional ethnic lines thatya may be able to weather
this crisis and emerge with stronger, healthier @reh more vibrant civic
life and democracy. This is why my sister is comai to staying there. As
a religious leader, as a minister, and as an eduatthe university level,
she is devoting her life to helping foster a spai civic vision that
transcends traditional lines and to teach leades#ills for the emerging,
modern country. We want to remember that westematracy took many
centuries to mature, has suffered terrible warscamdlicts in the process,
including our terrible civil war in the United S¢at and still requires our
active civic engagement today as we have seercantgears.

There are a number of lessons for us here in Quimbe first is that
the key and most radical idea of democracy isgbagereignty rests with the
peopleall the people, not with one tribe, not with one pamiyt with one
person, be it a dictator or charismatic leaderirt@ss cartel, or political
elite. Therefore, our work as citizens is alwaygchmmore than voting. Itis
constantly to exercise the people’s sovereigntyy@fose it — whether to
tribal passions or powerful special interestss tb stay informed and to
engage in the civic processes of democratic sacietykeep our democratic
institutions healthy and strong, we would work dansly to foster and
participate in those voluntary civic associatiorisch teach the skills of
democracy and which engage to shape public poliayr church is such an
association and a most important one. This istalsseason why our
participation in the Greater Boston Interfaith Qrigation is so important.

(I will say more about GBIO in a future sermon.)

At the same time, while democracy is far deepen Simply voting, it
IS so important that we work to assure that oumgpits conducted with the
greatest integrity and with the greatest transpgareirhis is why we ought
to be deeply suspicious of any voting system witlzoverifiable and
permanent record. Any citizen, regardless of teahknowledge, must in
principle be able to monitor the voting process examine and count each
vote for him or herself. We may feel that the ¢cansnews coverage,
speeches, and debates of the Presidential camgiaagnbit tiring — already
— but it is so important that the campaign be ddipand as transparent and
with as much critique, challenge, polling and comtaey as possible. “We,
the people,” are sovereign. And we need contigiualexercise our
sovereignty.



Not all of us have the time or energy to work\aif in campaigns or
meet with legislators at the State House. Thistsmy point. The work we
each do personally to engage in the life of thisrch and to give public
witness in our lives to the religious principlesladeals we stand for is so
very important for sustaining the health and sttierad our civil society and
democracy. By our very existence we exercisergedbm of association
which is so essential to the civic health of angisty. The principles of our
faith are at the heart of democracy. Our witnegk¢ fundamental worth
and dignity of every person, to the importanceustice and equity as well
as compassion in all human relationships, andigjie of individual
conscience is so crucial to well-being and vitatifyour country.

These are the principles which are at the heatieotovenant by
which we sustain religious community together whigmscends all
differences of personal belief and identity. Timsrning we recognized and
welcomed new members of our congregation. In sogdeve renew the
covenant again in the only way it can be — persopdrson, over and over
again. This is important for our spiritual life agongregation as it is also
for the spiritual life of each of our members. Bus also so important to
the health and vitality of our larger society. Amd are not alone. There
are thousands of religious communities engageklisnsame work, just as
my sister and her congregation and her studentsreyaged with this work
in Kenya.

As our thoughts and prayers are with the peopléeniya that they
may find their way forward, may they also be whistcountry, and with
each of us, that we may engage in the life whigpkeus free.



